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   NEWSLETTER            
Art lessons @theArtSpace

Coming soon to the Art Space will 
be art workshops for kids and 
teens, run by Toni Southwell. 
Numbers will be strictly limited, so 
please contact Toni if you are 
interested, 0421 910 345 or 
tonisouthwell@gmail.com for 
details. 

Later in the year, adult classes will 
also be available, run by Geoff 
McSkimming. Stay tuned for more! 

Coming up @theArtSpace 

At this stage, we are planning 
to close the Art Space from 8th 
April to install new gallery 
lighting and complete some 
necessary renovation work. The 
gallery will likely be closed for 
10 days to two weeks. The 
outline below is therefore 
‘subject to change…’.

Core Crew 3, The Usual Suspects  
29th January - 3 March

A Fresh Change, selected group 
show, 6 March - 7 April

Gallery closed for installation 
of lighting from 8th April

Winter Members’ Show open 
to all current members, 1st May - 6th 
June

Private gallery hire, 10th - 23rd 
June

NAIDOC 26th June - 14th July

A"er	a	very	successful	Summer	Show,	we	are	now	well	into	our	
current	exhibi9on,	Core	Crew	3,	the	Usual	Suspects,	which	will	run	
un9l	March	3rd.	Core	Crew	showcases	the	work	of	our	dedicated	
Commi@ee	and	helpers,	without	whom	we	would	not	have	a	
gallery.	There	are	always	opportuni9es	if	you	would	like	to	become	
more	involved	and	become	part	of	our	Core	Crew!	We	are	
par9cularly	looking	for	more	people	to	help	select	ar9sts	for	group	
shows,	and	to	help	hang	exhibi9ons.	If	you	would	like	to	become	
part	of	our	Curate	team,	please	let	one	of	us	know.	

Running	from	March	6	9ll	April	7,	is	A	Fresh	Change,	our	first	
selected	group	show	for	the	year.	Many	thanks	to	Geoff	
McSkimming,	Cath	O’Gorman	and	David	Bromley,	who	are	the	
curate	team	behind	this	exhibi9on.	

Finally,	I	want	to	acknowledge	the	recent	death	of	Andy	Livemore,	
known	to	all	of	us	in	the	arts	community,	and	friend	to	many	of	us.	
He	will	be	missed.	Vale,	Andy.		
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President’s Report 

Christmas	is	well	and	truly	behind	us	and	already	it’s	February.	Only	
a	few	more	weeks	of	s9cky	weather	and	beau9ful	autumn	will	be	
with	us	again.		

The	Art	Space	has	an	exci9ng	year	ahead.	As	I	men9oned	in	the	last	
newsle@er,	due	to	the	Council’s	generous	reduc9on	in	our	rent	last	
year	in	response	to	COVID,	and	a	healthy	level	of	sales	(most	notably	
in	the	Art	Space	Gi"	Store),	we	have	a	healthy	bank	balance	that	will	
allow	us	to	undertake	some	maintenance	and	enhancement	jobs.	
You’ll	no9ce	some	big	changes	in	the	not-too-distant	future.	In	
par9cular,	as	a	result	of	the	generous	dona9ons	of	ar9sts’	work	for	
the	ACDC	exhibi9on	last	year,	we	are	currently	in	the	process	of	
organising	the	installa9on	of	a	new	ligh9ng	system.		

We	have	a	full	dra"	exhibi9on	calendar	up	to	the	end	of	the	year,	
which	we	hope	to	confirm	and	distribute	through	our	various	
communica9on	channels	shortly.	By	organising	the	program	early	
this	year,	we	hope	to	give	our	ar9st	members,	as	well	as	selected	
ar9sts,	as	much	9me	as	possible	to	assemble	their	work.		

In	January,	the	Art	Space	was	pleased	to	be	a	hub	for	the	Shire’s	Arts	
Week.	Over	the	week,	the	gallery	was	used	for	a	variety	of	
workshops,	which,	while	limited	for	numbers	because	of	COVID,	
were	very	well	received.	A	highlight	of	the	opening	ceremony	was	
the	unveiling	of	David	Bromley’s	wonderful	mural	in	Bowra	St.	We	
are	very	proud	to	have	David	as	one	of	our	member	ar9sts.		Also	
during	the	opening	it	was	great	to	hear	some	very	posi9ve	and	
suppor9ve	comments	about	the	Art	Space	from	the	Bellingen	Shire	
Council	Mayor,	Cr	Dominic	King.		

Once	again,	I	would	like	to	extend	a	big	thank	you	to	the	many	
people	who	work	so	hard	to	make	the	Art	Space	the	jewel	it	is	for	
our	town.	On	behalf	of	the	Commi@ee,	I	wish	everyone	a	peaceful	
and	healthy	year	ahead.																																																		Penny	Adams																																																													

				

Artist of the month

Gregory R Coates 
Greg has been a successful artist 
for many years, and has been part 
of the Art Space from its earliest 
days.  

You would have most often seen 
him behind the bar at Art Space 
exhibition openings, or perhaps 
you have stood and admired his 
gorgeous paintings, which often 
depict the water, beaches and bush 
of our fabulous part of the coast. 
Less well known is that Greg is also 
a sculptor who has contributed to 
our Small Sculpture exhibition 
several times. 

Greg’s interest in all forms of art 
was nurtured by his grandmother, 
who often took him to Art Gallery 
of NSW when he was young. Her 
appreciation of all genres of art 
grounded his own views on the 
aesthetic beauty that could be held 
within paintings and sculpture. 

Oil painting is Greg’s preferred 
medium, and the colours he 
achieves in his paintings are 
ethereal and wondrous. He can 
create a mood that goes above and 
beyond his artwork. A realist in art 
and in life, we are privileged to 
have him as part of our creative 
community. 

A note from the Treasurer (because it deserves repeating)

Volunteers on duty in the gallery have generally been maintaining 
the daily Sales Sheet properly and clearly. There have, however, been 
a small number of sales where the name of the artist has not been 
recorded in the Sales Sheet. (This has most often been the case with 
the sale of cards). There have also been a couple of occasions where 
"Square" (electronic) sales have not been recorded in the Sales 
Sheet. In these cases it is not possible for me to know the artist to be 
paid for the sale. 

If you are an artist with work for sale in the gallery, it would be wise to 
keep an inventory of your work. Please let me know if you have had 
work in the gallery which may have been an unrecorded sale. 
       Chris Wynne 


	Art lessons @theArtSpace
	Coming up @theArtSpace

