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   NEWSLETTER            
Future exhibition idea 

We’ve had an idea proposed for an 
exhibition at the Art Space that 
focusses on threatened species. 
Almost 1000 animal and plant 
species are under threat in NSW 
alone, and an exhibition that 
highlights some of these species 
could be a good way of raising 
awareness. 
We’d like some input from our 
members as to whether there is 
interest to hold a Threatened 
Species exhibition. Submissions 
could be in any form - 2D or 3D, 
and in any medium. 

If you would be interested, drop us 
an email to 
artspaceurunga@gmail.com 

You can learn more about 
threatened species here: 
https://
www.environment.nsw.gov.au/
topics/animals-and-plants/
threatened-species 

Coming up @theArtSpace 

Intertwined, Leigh Morgan, Liz 
Challis & Joshua Challis,  26 Jan - 9 
Feb 

Colour and Line, Drawings and 
photography,  12th Feb - 10th March

Tea & Sympathy, 12th March - 6th 
April

Borderline, group show, 9th April - 
1st May

This	&me	last	year,	we	honestly	thought	we	were	at	the	end	of	this	
whole	pandemic	business.	Turns	out	we	right	in	the	middle	of	it	instead.	
Who	knew?	As	with	every	new	year,	it	is	good	to	take	a	moment	to	
reflect	on	the	past	12	months.		

It’s	fair	to	say	2021	didn’t	go	exactly	to	plan.	We	closed	our	doors	for	a	
few	months…	but	we	didn’t	let	that	stop	us.	We	held	our	first	online	
exhibi&on,	we	made	several	much	needed	improvements	to	the	gallery	
space,	and	we	learned	that	the	best	plan	is	to	remain	flexible!	Our	
membership	con&nued	to	grow,	and	the	exhibi&ons	we	were	able	to	
hold	were	very	well	received.	

As	for	2022?	Probably	a	philosophy	of	‘no	promises,	no	expecta&ons’	
would	be	sensible.	Let’s	just	sit	back	and	see	what	happens	next.		

Changes	to	Ar-st	payments		

At	the	December	CommiPee	mee&ng,	it	was	agreed	that	our	Treasurer,	
Chris	Wynne,	will	authorise	payments	to	ar&sts	every	two	months,	
instead	of	every	month.	This	will	ease	the	burden	on	him	as	Treasurer,	a	
role	that	has	been	taking	up	more	and	more	of	his	&me.		

This	will	mean	that	from	now	on,	you	can	expect	payments	for	your	
sales		every	eight	weeks.	The	new	contracts	for	this	year	will	be	updated	
to	reflect	this	change.		
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President’s Report 

Happy	New	Year	everyone!		

Over	my	&me	as	President	of	the	Art	Space,	I	have	consistently	opened	
the	first	newslePer	report	for	each	year	with	something	along	the	lines	of	
‘what	a	big	year	we	had’.	2021	was	no	excep&on.		

Despite	the	con&nuing	challenges	of	COVID,	the	gallery	goes	from	
strength	to	strength.	I	am	delighted	to	report	that	we	have	had	record	
monthly	sales	over	the	course	of	the	current	Summer	Show.	Even	though	
making	money	is	far	from	the	principal	goal	of	the	gallery,	it	is	good	news	
that	our	finances	are	in	solid	shape	as	we	head	into	another	year.	Now	
that	the	work	has	been	completed	to	make	the	gallery	more	comfortable	
for	visitors	and	volunteers,	including	the	installa&on	of	air-condi&oning	
and	gallery	ligh&ng,	the	CommiPee	this	year	will	focus	on	returning	some	
more	direct	benefits	to	our	member	ar&sts.		

Dealing	with	COVID	restric&ons	meant	that	our	AGM	last	year	was	
delayed	un&l	December.	The	CommiPee	members	for	this	coming	year	
elected	at	the	AGM	are	as	follows:	

President	–	Penny	Adams	
VP/	Gallery	Manager	–	Linda	Coomber	
Secretary	/	Public	Officer	–	Rosie	Wickert	
Treasurer	–	Chris	Wynne	
Membership	Services	–	Lynne	Walsh	
Marke&ng	–	Chris	Wilson	
Social	Media	and	Website	–	Hugh	Wade	

Helen	Aiken,	our	previous	Secretary,	has	kindly	agreed	to	con&nue	taking	
minutes	at	our	CommiPee	mee&ngs.		

We	farewelled	two	outgoing	CommiPee	members	at	the	end	of	2021,	
Toni	Southwell	and	Laura	Daniel.	On	behalf	of	the	CommiPee,	I’d	like	to	
thank	both	of	them	for	their	excellent	contribu&ons.		

The	2021	CommiPee	was	engaged	and	produc&ve.	I	look	forward	to	
another	great	year	with	the	2022	CommiPee.	

On	behalf	of	the	Art	Space	CommiPee	I	wish	you	and	those	close	to	you,	
health	and	happiness	for	the	coming	year.																												Penny	Adams																																																													

Vale, Guus

Guus Brunnekreef 
It was with great sadness we heard 
the news of the death of Guus 
Brunnekreef last week. 

Guus was a talented artist, but so 
much more than that. Born in the 
Netherlands as one of 14 children, 
she often spoke fondly of her 
childhood and credited her 
upbringing for her practicality and 
creativity. After moving to 
Bellingen, Guus and her husband 
Robert ran the cafe at the Old 
Butter Factory for many years while 
bringing up their own family, and 
Guus also became involved with 
Miindala, the Bellingen branch of 
the National Association for Loss 
and Grief.  

Here at the Art Space, she and 
Carol Knight came up with an idea 
for a fundraiser. The two then 
organised and ran our very 
successful AC/DC exhibition, which 
raised enough money for us to 
install new gallery lights. 

Strong, down-to-earth, funny and 
supremely gifted, she will be greatly 
missed. 

We extend our heartfelt 
condolences to Robert and the 
entire family.  
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