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   NEWSLETTER            
@theArtSpace website

If you would like to have your 
website included in our ‘list of 
artists’, on the Art Space website, 
please let us know by sending your 
website url to us at 
artspaceurunga@gmail.com 

Working bee

A working bee is scheduled at 
the gallery from 31st October - 
3rd November. Please come and 
help if you have a few hours to 
spare on any of those days. 

Coming up @theArtSpace 

Geoff McSkimming’s art classes 
begin again on 12th October. 
Contact Geoff (0419355235) 
for details.

Elements, Coastal Claymakers & 
Kelly Finley, 14th - 30th Oct

Working Bee, 31st Oct - 3rd Nov

Core Crew, Committee and 
helpers, 6 Nov - 5 Dec

Summer Show, open to all current 
members,  6 Dec - 23rd Jan

Private Hire, Leigh Morgan, Liz 
Challis & Joshua Challis,  24 Jan - 10 
Feb 

Colour and Line, Drawings and 
photography,  11th Feb - 12th March

Tea & Sympathy, 13th March - 9th 
April

Borderline, group show, 10th April 
- 7th May

Thankfully,	it	is	star0ng	to	look	as	though	we	can	begin	to	make	solid	
plans	at	the	gallery,	without	the	fear	of	further	lockdowns.	We	have	
several	exhibi0ons	planned	that	all	members	can	nominate	to	
par0cipate	in.		

The	Summer	Show	is	scheduled	for	9th	December	to	23rd	January.	More	
details	about	number/size	of	works,	etc,	will	be	sent	in	a	separate	email	
closer	to	the	0me.		

From	the	11th	February	to	12	March,	we	have	an	exhibi0on	en0tled	
Colour	and	Line.	This	will	be	for	drawings	(pencil,	pastels,	ink,	charcoal…	
but	no	paint),	photography,	and	3D	as	befits	the	theme.	If	you	would	like	
to	exhibit	in	this	one,	please	send	us	an	email	with	a	photo	or	two	of	the	
work	you	would	like	to	submit.		

Up	next	is	Tea	and	Sympathy,	because	we	all	need	some	of	that	aOer	
the	past	year	or	two.	We’re	imagining	pain0ngs	of	interiors,	portraits,	
even	tea	cosies	and	associated	poQery!	We	will	leave	the	interpreta0on	
of	the	theme	to	you.		

Star0ng	next	week	is	the	Coastal	Claymakers	exhibi0on,	Elements,	with	
art	by	Kelly	Finley.	This	runs	from	14th	to	30th	October.		

Core	Crew,	celebra0ng	the	people	who	make	sure	things	happen,	and	
keep	happening	at	the	Art	Space,	runs	from	6th	Nov	to	5th	Dec.	If	you	
want	to	be	part	of	the	Core	Crew,	put	your	hand	up	to	volunteer!	We’re	
par0cularly	looking	for	help	with	cura0ng	and	hanging	exhibi0ons,	but	
always	need	help	over	a	broad	range	of	areas.	If	you	would	like	to	
become	more	involved,	please	talk	to	one	of	the	CommiQee.	
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President’s Report 

Since	the	last	newsleQer,	at	lot	seems	to	have	changed,	but	then	at	
second	glance	nothing	much	at	all	has	changed!	Over	the	last	couple	of	
months,	COVID	lockdowns	in	our	region	have	come	and	gone.	Even	
though	the	challenges	in	this	area	compare	very	minimally	to	
restric0ons	in	Sydney	and	Melbourne,	there	have	been	impacts	on	the	
Art	Space.		

Our	annual	schedule	has	been	disrupted	because	of	the	lockdown,	with	
an	extension	of	the	Small	Sculpture	Prize	into	early	October	and	
rescheduling	of	subsequent	exhibi0ons.	A	big	thank	you	to	Linda	
Coomber,	our	wonderful	Vice	President	who	has	done	a	great	job	in	
liaising	with	the	CommiQee	and	poten0al	exhibitors	in	re-organising	
the	dates.	Hopefully	with	the	loosening	of	restric0ons	in	mid-October	
as	NSW	reaches	vaccina0on	targets,	further	changes	won’t	be	
necessary.		

Over	the	past	12	months,	we	have	been	nurturing	a	reasonably	healthy	
bank	balance,	which	fortunately	has	helped	buffer	the	impacts	of	the	
recent	closure	of	the	gallery	due	to	lockdown	and	reduced	tourist	
numbers.	Our	strong	financial	posi0on	had	also	meant	that	we	were	
able	to	undertake	several	projects	to	enhance	the	look	and	feel	of	the	
gallery.	However,	the	CommiQee	has	agreed	that	for	the	immediate	
future,	we	need	a	more	conserva0ve	approach	to	larger	projects	in	
light	of	the	current	reduced	visitor	numbers	and	the	loss	of	income	
over	the	lockdown	period.				

However,	the	news	is	not	all	bad.	At	the	September	CommiQee	
mee0ng,	we	agreed	to	drop	the	fees	involved	with	group	shows	from	
the	current	$80	to	$60	from	the	beginning	of	2022.	This	will	mean	that	
Colour	and	Line	and	Tea	and	Sympathy	will	both	be	$60	to	par0cipate	
in.	Details	of	these	exhibi0ons	are	on	the	previous	page.	

The	CommiQee	also	agreed	postpone	this	year’s	AGM	to	extend	
beyond	the	current	COVID	restric0ons	to	allow	more	people	to	aQend.	
In	the	mean0me,	we	will	shortly	send	out	a	comprehensive	President’s	
and	Treasurer’s	report	to	all	Art	Space	members	(normally	presented	at	
the	AGM)	to	provide	a	full	update	on	the	year	and	to	sa0sfy	our	
cons0tu0onal	obliga0ons.	We	are	hoping	to	set	a	date	for	the	2021	
AGM	towards	the	end	of	the	year	to	publicly	address	any	issues	arising	
from	these	reports	and	to	vote	for	and	confirm	CommiQee	membership	
for	the	coming	year.		

On	behalf	of	the	CommiQee,	I’d	like	to	extend	a	huge	thank	you	to	our	
members,	exhibitors	and	volunteers,	who	have	been	so	flexible	as	we	
have	tried	our	best	to	stay	on	the	COVID	bucking	horse!	

Looking	forward	to	seeing	you	at	the	Art	Space	soon.																				

Penny	Adams																																																													

Artist of the month

Kelly Finley 
Kelly has made a big impression at 
the Art Space, with her gorgeous, 
colourful work.  

You may have run into her in her 
‘previous life’ as the owner of 
Flowers on First florist in Sawtell. 
Her career as a florist has informed 
her work as a painter, encouraging 
a deep visual knowledge of floral 
and plant life. Her paintings reflect 
these organic, natural forms. Kelly’s 
work is alive with colour and texture 
as she explores mostly abstract 
floral and landscape imagery.  

‘Smokey ashen trees in pink earthy 
tones. Floral forms emerging from 
dark landscapes of midnight blue. 
Flowers are my language. 
As a florist over time I have 
developed an Intuitive knowledge 
of floral, organic form and line and 
my work is an exploration of bush 
lands and flowers inspired by my 
beautiful surroundings of the Coffs 
Coast.’ - Kelly Finley  

Kelly has participated in several of 
our exhibitions, and will be the 
featured artist in the upcoming 
Coastal Claymakers exhibition. The 
exhibition will run from Thursday 
14th to Saturday 30th October. 
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